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matters, the country must surely have had the finest administra-
tion in the world. They did not attempt to hide the surprise
and admiration they felt at the official always " handing back "
the amount held on trust by a third sincerely honourable
individual, in the event of the affair for some unforeseen cause
not coming to fruition, after he had taken his " fee ". On such
occasions they would exclaim ingenuously what a great pleasure
it was to see the difference between a great country like France
and the little Balkan States, where corruption was still in a wild
and uncivilised state.
Only a few unfortunates who failed to find the right approach
and fell into the hands of the real rogues believed themselves
back in Tsarist times. It is regrettably true that, towards the
end, Paris was swarming with out-and-out blackguards. But
those who were lucky and found their way to de Monzie's
Chambers, on the occasions of his not holding office in the
Ministry of Works, could feel assured of success, although his
reputation (nevertheless no one could accuse him of not having
a sharp Gallic wit) suffered considerably from this type of occu-
pation. But in any event his loyal friend Berthelot, Permanent
Secretary to his Ministry, was always " on his side " and worked
with him until he took his place under Vichy. De Monzie, more-
over, was neither strict nor difficult about the question of fees;
he was generous enough to allow an Austrian colleague who had
no money to make him a present of an Old Master which he had
saved from his Viennese collection.
Pierre Cathala's influence, much sought by rich refugee manu-
facturers, was only known to the few, and for that reason he was
the greatest power among the ex-Ministers. His friendship, if
not devotion, for Laval was well known in Paris; it was said by
some to be the reason why his intervention was always successful.
The integrity of Chautemps, Herriot, Blum, Daladier and
Reynaud was never questioned by anyone nor were their names
ever connected with this type of scandal, but for that very reason,
it might be said, their influence was somewhat restricted and
only exerted in purely political cases. The integrity on the other
hand of Marius Moutet, who did a lot for refugees and whose
office was always flooded by them, was questioned by his
enemies, although it is an undeniable fact that he never took a
penny for his work in connection with visas or residence permits,
since his only desire was to help these unfortunate people. Need-
less to say, his influence was almost nil even when he was
Minister for the Colonies. Requests submitted by the " League
for the Rights of Man '* on behalf of political refugees and sup-